Westmill Nursery
Westmill Village Hall, Westmill, BUNTINGFORD, Hertfordshire, SG9 9LJ

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

31 October 2017
20 September 2013
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Good

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 The providers and staff have extremely high expectations of what children can achieve.
They use their extensive knowledge of the curriculum and how children learn to
carefully plan the environment. Children thoroughly enjoy the impressive range of wellchosen learning opportunities on offer. They quickly become very motivated and eager
learners.

 The providers and staff develop highly effective partnerships with parents. The

extended settling-in process is very well tailored to the needs of each child. Staff get to
know the children exceptionally well and children quickly become emotionally secure
and ready to learn.

 Children convey happiness and self-confidence as they make their own choices during
play and everyday routines, such as snack time. They enjoy particularly warm and
positive relationships with experienced, nurturing staff. Staff teach and encourage
children to make choices and develop independence as soon as they are able.

 Observation and assessment practice are exemplary. Highly effective systems are in

place for tracking and analysing children's progress. Any gaps in learning are very
quickly identified and addressed so that progress continues without delay. Parents are
warmly encouraged to share in their learning and development regularly.

 There are excellent opportunities for staff to undertake a wide variety of professional
development opportunities. This enables them to continue raising the quality of
provision and has a very positive impact on children's well-being and very good
progress.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 explore innovative opportunities that encourage the most able children's involvement in
the assessment process.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the
impact this has on children’s learning.

 The inspector discussed an evaluation of an activity with one of the providers.
 The inspector held a number of discussions with both providers, staff and children.
 The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the suitability of
persons working with children. The inspector discussed with the providers and staff
how they reflect on their practice.

 The inspector took account of the views of parents through email feedback and
discussions during the inspection process.
Inspector
Lynn Clements
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The providers are extremely skilled in leading and inspiring their staff. Everyone is highly
committed to providing children with the very best possible start in life. Arrangements for
safeguarding are effective. An extremely robust recruitment process and an induction
period are implemented to ensure that all staff are suitable and well qualified to care for
children. All staff have a very secure and up-to-date knowledge of how to keep children
safe. The providers seek out and value contributions from staff, parents and children, as
well as from other professionals. They use these to make ongoing improvements that
ensure highly positive outcomes for all children. For example, ideas of extending outdoor
learning led to a bid for local allotment land. Children now enjoy this excellent new
resource which has led to lively activities. These include developing children's knowledge
about plants with berries that can harm them as well as planting, growing and
composting.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff use innovative activities that encourage children's natural curiosity and skilfully
covers areas of learning. For example, a sensory activity involving pumpkins and play
dough, prompts children's fascination as they feel the soft seeds. They notice these
become hard as they dry. Children look at pictures and use their existing knowledge as
they create hedgehogs by moulding the dough in their hands, adding pumpkin seeds to
create spines. Such activities help children to develop their physical, language,
communication and other skills extremely well. Staff help to support language
development as they repeat words, narrate events and use facial expressions to relay
meaning. Children love to imitate simple words, for example as they play in the doctor's
role-play area. They develop an excellent understanding of taking turns when speaking.
The providers and staff have identified that the most able children could be challenged
even further to contribute directly to their individual learning journeys.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff demonstrate great respect for each child and their family. They skilfully promote
children's self-confidence and allow time for children's needs to be met. For example,
providing photographic books for children before they start, helps them to become familiar
visually with staff and the setting layout. From an early age children learn to share and
care for each other very well indeed. Their behaviour is exemplary. Children love the wide
variety of activities and local trips. They extend their physical skills through frequent trips
to their secret garden, joining in games and delivering harvest hampers to local residents.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children flourish at the nursery. They enjoy learning about the wider world and how to
respect others. All children make rapid progress in each area of their learning in relation to
their starting points. Children are very well prepared indeed for the next stages in their
learning and their eventual move on to school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY460803

Local authority

Hertfordshire

Inspection number

1066792

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

2-4

Total number of places

20

Number of children on roll

28

Name of registered person

Westmill Nursery Partnership

Registered person unique
reference number

RP907313

Date of previous inspection

20 September 2013

Telephone number

01763 273005

Westmill Nursery registered in 2013. The nursery providers employ eight members of child
care staff. All hold level 3 qualifications and one holds early years professional status. The
nursery staff provide funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.
The nursery is open Monday to Friday during school term times. Sessions are from 9.20am
to 1.20pm with an extended session operating from 1.20pm to 2.20pm on Monday
through to Thursday.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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